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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OE  THE 
DARLASTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  1948. 

It  is  a year  of  importance  in  that  the  Infantile  ^Mortality  Rate 
reached  the  low  rate  of  2d. 5 per  I ,(K/0  live  births,  and  that  there  were 
no  deaths  of  mothers  connected  with  childbirth. 

The  National  Health  Services  Act  has  been  in  opeiation  for 
six  months.  Darlaston  has  not  been  much  affected  by  change 
because  the  main  changes  brought  about  by  the  Act  had  taken 
place  in  Darlaston  many  yeais  ago.  It  was  the  Boroughs  that  were 
affected.  Our  Country  as  a whole  is  made  u])  of  an  individualistic 
type  of  inhabitant  and  for  that  reason  centralisation  can  be  carried 
too  far.  This  is  specially  so  in  Medicine.  Perhaps  it  is  true  in 
industry  also.  When  we  watch  our  big  neighbours  across  the 
Atlantic  we  are  tempted  to  emulate  their  “ big  production  ” 
methods.  By  doing  so  we  may  be  doing  ourselves  harm.  The 
product  which  an  individual  takes  a pride  in  making  is  more  likely 
to  be  perfect  than  one  which  is  turned  out  mechanically.  The 
perfect  article  is  well  worth  its  naturally  higher  cost. 

1 would  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you  for  your  interest 
in  the  work  of  my  Department  and  my  staff  for  their  loyal  help 
and  hard  work. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ELIZABETH  PATRICIA  McWHlRTER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


staff. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  ... 

Sanitary  Inspector  ... 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 

Housing  Welfare  Officer 

Clerks. 


E.  Patricia  McWhirter,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  (Univ.  Edin.). 

J.  S.  Barker,  M.ES.E.,  M.R.S.E 

D.  A.  Anderson,  M.S.EA.,  A.R. 
San.E 

Miss  V.  M.  Putty. 


Miss  E.  M.  Gregory. 

Miss  B.  M.  Ordidge. 

A.  W.  Timmins  (Resigned  July,  1948). 

One  third  of  the  area  of  Darlaston  is  occupied  by  factories. 
The  industries  carried  on  are  mainly  connected  with  iron  and  steel 
and  Darlaston  is  noted  for  its  nuts  and  bolts  manufacture. 


The  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange  has  kindly  supplied 
me  with  the  following  report  on  the  state  of  employment  during 
1948 


Employment. 

The  figures  recorded  from  the  July,  1948,  Exchange  of  Insur- 
ance Cards  show  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  adults 
employed  in  Darlaston  as  compared  with  the  July,  1947,  figures. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  boys  and  girls  employed  was 
more  marked  as  the  hfteen  year  old  school  leavers  became  available. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a decrease  in  the  number  of 
women  employed  in  industry  became  apparent,  however,  thus 
reflecting  the  national  position. 

Labour  Supply. 

Labour  supply  remained  at  a steady  level  with  no  large 
numbers  of  workers  becoming  available  at  one  time. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a number  of  men  from  distant 
areas  were  imported  and  were  accommodated  at  the  National 
Service  Hostel  at  Merry  Hill,  Wolverhampton,  but  as  the  Hostel 
vacancies  became  filled,  importation  decreased  on  account  of  the 
lack  of  further  accommodation. 

Interchange  of  workpeople  between  Darlaston  and  the 
surrounding  local  office  areas  assisted  in  placing  work. 

Labour  Demands. 

Labour  demands  have  slightly  decreased  during  1948.  General 
Engineering  and  Bolt  and  Nut  manufacture  continued  to  comprise 
75%  of  the  demand. 
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Unemployment. 

In  the  Dailaston  area  Unemplo}'ment  has  been  limited  to 
that  of  short  duration  and  no  large  register  of  unemployed  has  been 
recorded. 

Absorption  into  local  industry  prevents  any  long-term  un- 
employment. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,584 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of  resident  population 

mid-1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21,590 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1948  (assessed)  5,058 

Rateable  value,  1948  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ;f80,021 


Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  ...  £825  4s.  5d. 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

. 191 

191 

882 

5 

5 

10 

. 190 

190 

892 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  resident  population  ...  18.84 

Birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  of  the 

resident  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.9 

Still  Births.  M.  f.  Total. 

Legitimate  3 9 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — — 


Totals  0 8 9 


Still-birth  rate  per  1,(;00  live  and  still-births  22.44 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  resident  poj)ulation  ...  0.42 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  resident  j)opulation  for 

England  and  Wales  0,42 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Number  of  deaths  in  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

M.  F.  Total. 

Legitimate  5 5 10 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  


'■totals  5 HI 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  jier  1,000 

live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  . ’ . 95  5 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births 


84 


4 


Maternal  Mortality. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  nil 

Maternal  death  rate  from  Puerperal  Sepsis  per  l,(Kld 

live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

Maternal  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000 

live  and  still-births  from  Puerperal  Sepsis...  ...  0.13 

Maternal  death  rate  from  other  causes  associated  with 

child  birth  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  nil 

Maternal  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  from  other 
causes  associated  with  child  birth  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.73 


It  will  be  seen  that  our  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  has  reached  a 
record  low  rate  of  25.5  per  1,000  live  births.  This  is  more  than  last 
year’s  rate  halved.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1948  is 
34  per  1 ,000  related  live  births.  I hope  this  record  low  rate  will 
be  maintained  in  years  to  come.  It  is  interesting  that  there  was 
only  one  death  recorded  as  being  due  to  premature  birth.  I do  not 
have  the  material  available  to  try  and  find  out  whether  there  were 
fewer  babies  born  prematurely  in  Darlaston  last  year  or  whether 
there  were  fewer  babies  who  were  born  prematurely  who  died 
indicating  that  the  treatment  of  premature  babies  was  having 
effect. 

In  the  above  statistics  concerning  Maternal  Mortality  it  will 
be  seen  that  we  lost  no  mothers  in  childbirth  this  year.  Those 
who  look  after  the  Welfare  of  pregnant  women  are  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  this  splendid  achievement. 

Ministry  of  Food  Vitamin  Products. 

The  average  take  up  of  the  potential  requirements  of  these 
products  in  Darlaston  was  for  Orange  Juice  30%  ; for  Cod  Liver 
Oil  36%  ; and  A.  and  D.  tablets  56%. 


Deaths. 

Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  ...  ...  ...  200 

Death  rate  per  1,000  resident  population  ...  ...  9.3 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  resident 

population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.8 


Causes  of  Death  according  to  Registrar  General's  Return  : — 


Disease. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ... 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

■ 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

, 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

... 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

17 

7 

24 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

— 

2 

2 

Syphilis  ... 

— 

— 

Influenza 

— 



- 

Measles 

- - - 

_ 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

— 



- 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis  ...  ... 

— 

— 

- 

Cancer  of  mouth  and  Oesophagus 

2 

— 

9 

w 

Cancer  of  uterus 

— 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

3 

7 

Cancer  of  breast 

- 

2 

2 

Cancer  in  other  sites 

8 

10 

18 

Diabetes 



Intra-crania]  vascular  lesions  .. . 

5 

8 

13 

Heart  Disease  ... 

20 

29 

49 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

() 

2 

8 

Bronchitis 

14 

5 

19 

Pneumonia 

5 

1 

6 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 



1 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  ... 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

Other  Digestive  disorders 

3 

3 

Nephritis 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— , 

- 

Other  maternal  causes 

Premature  birth 

Congenital  malformations  and  infantile 

— 

1 

1 

disease... 

2 

2 

4 

Suicide  ... 

5 

n 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

1 

1 

6 

Other  violent  causes 

6 

All  other  causes 

12 

15 

27 

Totals  all  causes 

no 

90 

200 

Death  rate  from  diarrhoea  under  two  years  of  ane  pe 
1,000  live  births 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  from  diarrhoea  unde 


two  years  per  1,000  live  births  

Deaths  from  Cancer  in  all  ages  according  to  Registrar 

General  

Deaths  from  Measles 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ■ ... 


nil 

3.3 

29 

nil 

nil 


AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,  1948. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

No.  of  cases 
suspected. 

Confirmed. 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever 

56 

53 

35 

Whooping  Cough 

21) 

29 

3 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Measles 

168 

169 

1 

Diphtheria 

17 

6 

17 

Pneumonia  

10 

10 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

3 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

1 

1 

■ 

AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  COMMON  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Age. 

! Scarlet 

F ever 

M F 

Whooping 

Cough 

M F 

Diphtheria 
M F 

Measles. 

M F 

Anterior 
Polio- 
myelitis 
M F 

0—  

2 

1 

1 

3 

1—  

3 

1 

5 

4 

22 

17 

I 

3—  

2 

3 

3 

4 

2 

20 

23 

5— 

13 

22 

5 

5 

39 

38 

1 

10—  

4 

1 

3 

15—  

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

25  and  over 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Age  unknown 

] 

Totals 

1 

21 

32 

15 

14 

3 

3 

84 

85 

1 

DIPHTHERIA. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Age. 

Cases 

Notified. 

1 

Removed  to 
Hospital. 

No.  in  col  1 
Immunised. 

No.  in  col.  1 
confirmed. 

No.  in  col.  4 
Immunised. 

No.  in  col.  4 ! 
not  Immunised  | 

Deaths  in  col. 

5. 

Deaths  in  col. 

6. 

0— 

— 

_ 

1 — 

2 

2 

1 

. 



3— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5— 

3 

3 

2 

_ 





10— 

3 

3 

3 

_ 



15— 

3 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

25— 

4 

4 

— 

O 

— 

— 

Total 

17 

17 

6 

1 

•> 

' 

Nil 

Nil 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  1948. 


New  Notifications. 

Deaths. 

Age. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

'Pulmonary. 

Non-  Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1 

1— 

1 

5— 

1 

1 

1 

15— 

2 

2 

1 

5 

25— 

4 

6 

1 

3 

1 

1 

35— 

4 

1 

1 

45— 

5 

1 

4 

1 

55— 

3 

6 

65— 

1 

Age  unknown 

Totals 

19 

11 

■ — ■ 

2 

16 

7 

— 

2 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Martin  Street,  Stafford,  deals 
with  any  Bacteriological  or  Bio-chemical  investigation  of  disease 
found  to  be  necessary. 

Infectious  Disease  Hospital. 

Admission  to  this  hospital  is  arranged  through  the  Public 
Health  Department  or  in  emergency  on  application  by  the  General 
Practitioner  direct  to  the  hospital. 

Smallpox  Hospital. 

Admission  of  a case  of  Smallpox  is  arranged  through  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

Treatment  can  be  obtained  either  at  the  Manor  Hospital, 
Walsall,  or  at  the  Wolverhampton  Royal  Hospital. 

General  Hospitals. 

Admission  is  arranged  by  the  General  Practitioner  direct  with 
the  Hospital. 

Maternity  Hospitals. 

The  patient’s  doctor  arranges  admission  when  it  is  necessary 
on  medical  grounds.  If  admission  on  any  other  ground  is  thought 
desirable  application  should  be  made  to  the  Health  Visiter,  Jane 
Mills  Institute,  Rectory  Avenue,  Darlaston. 
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Midwifery- 

Midwives  for  the  district  are  provided  by  the  Stafford  County 
Council. 

Health  Visitors. 

Three  Health  \’isitors  are  provided  by  the  County  Council 
for  this  district.  Now  that  so  much  work  is  required  of  our  Health 
Visitors  under  the  Medical  Services  Act,  three  visitors  are  not 
sufficient  for  an  area  of  this  size. 


Ambulance  Service. 

The  ambulances  serving  the  district  are  now  provided  by 
the  County  Council.  The  ambulance  depot  is  at  Wihenhall, 
Telephone  No.  Willenhall  580. 

Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  conhimed  cases  of  Diphtheria  fell  from  17 
in  1947  to  0 in  1948.  There  were  no  deaths  frcm  Diphtheria 
during  the  year. 

Immunisation  on  a large  scale  throughout  the  Country  seems 
to  have  proved  its  worth.  W'e  must  not,  however,  become  com- 
placent about  it  as  people  have  done  concerning  vaccination  against 
smallpox.  Mothers  must  make  sure  that  their  babies  are  immunised 
by  the  time  they  have  reached  their  hrst  birthday. 

Number  immunised  during  1948  under  5 years  of  age  ...  151 

Number  immunised  during  1 948  aged  5 to  1 5 years  of  age  ...  48 

Number  who  received  re-inforcing  dose  ...  ...  ...  114 

These  hgures  should  be  ruuch  higher. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

59  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  werq  conhimed  comparing  with 
55  in  1947.  During  March  and  April  two  cases  who  had  been 
treated  in  hospital  and  discharged  came  to  my  notice,  one  because 
she  developed  an  acute  rheumatism,  the  other  because  she  developed 
a severe  attack  of  Chickenpox  and  there  was  severe  involvement  of 
the  heart.  Scarlet  Fever  in  recent  years  has  been  of  a mild  type 
but  we  must  be  on  our  guard  in  case  it  again  becomes  severe. 

Measles. 

169  cases  of  measles  were  confirmed  in  1948.  The  number 
in  1947  was  911.  The  number  was  higher  than  we  might  have 
expected. 
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Whooping  Cough. 

29  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  were  notified  to  me  during  the 
year.  The  number  in  1947  was  51. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  was  notified  during  the  year.  The  child  is  attending 
for  Orthopaedic  treatment  for  residual  paresis  of  the  right  leg. 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  30  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  two  cases 
of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  to  me  during  the  year. 
In  addition  five  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  one  case  of  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  brought  to  my  notice  by  death.  During  the  year 
there  were  23  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  two  deaths 
from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  In  1947  there  were  15  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis.  The  increase,  which  is  large,  was  in  the  age 
groups  between  45  and  65  years  of  age.  In  the  younger  age  groups 
those  of  15  to  25  years  of  age  seem  to  be  most  vulnerable. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  217  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  the  register  compared  with  210  cases  at  the  end  of  1947. 

Of  the  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  : — 

17  died  within  a year  of  notification. 

3 died  three  years  after  notification. 

I died  five  years  after  notification. 

1 (lied  six  years  after  notification. 

1 died  seven  years  after  notification. 

1 died  ten  years  after  notification. 

, 1 died  thirteen  years  after  notification. 


Smallpox. 

No  case  of  Smallpox  occurred  during  1948. 

Scabies. 

The  incidence  of  scabies  fell  during  the  year  from  17  families 
infested  to  14  families  affected. 

Housing. 

212  new  houses  were  let  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  there  were  919  applications  to  be  dealt  with.  Of  these  690 
applicants  were  living  in  someone  else’s  house  and  229  had  separate 
homes  but  wanted  a better  house.  More  care  should  be  given  in 
the  planning  stage  of  a house  to  ensure  that  mistakes  made  formerly 
when  we  built  houses  are  not  repeated. 


The  Housing  Welfare  Officer  was  transferred  from  the  Housing 
Department  to  the  Public  Health  Department.  Ihe  name  is 
not  a very  good  one  because  confusion  arises  with  the  people  mixing 
up  this  Officer  with  the  Health  Visitor,  who  is  thought  of  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Now  that  the  School  attend- 
ance officer  is  referred  to  as  a Welfare  Officer,  confusion  becomes 
worse  confused. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

Dr.  G.  Ramage,  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Stafford 
County  Council  has  given  me  the  following  particulars  : — 


PARTICULARS  OF  SAMPLES  OF  MILK  TAKEN  IN  DARLASTON  URBAN 
DISTRICT  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  AND  BIOLOGICAL  E6AMINATI0NS. 
Period— 1st  January  to  31st  December,  1948. 


No.  of 

Cleanliness. 

Phosphatase  Test. 

Designation. 

Samples 

Submitted 

Satis. 

Un  satis. 

Pass.  ( P'ail. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

1 

1 

- 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

1* 

1 

— 

1 — 

Pasteurised 

7* 

7 

— 

7 — 

Sterilised 

7* 

7 

— 

7 — 

Accredited 

:i 

— 

__  — 

Undesignated 

1*  V 

.5 

2 

4 ' — 

* — Xo  biological  test. 

Xo  sample  was  found  to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  Surveyor  has  kindly  given  me  the  following  report  on  the 
Sewage  Outfall  Works  : — 

1 he  whole  of  the  sewage  at  the  above  works  is  treated  on  the 
Biological  hiltration  system,  the  flow  being  based  on  21 ,0b()  persons. 

All  the  sewage  and  storm  water  which  enters  the  works,  dis- 
charges into  a .screening  and  detritus  chamber.  Up  to  three  times 
the  Dry  Weather  Mow  passes  through  the  ])rimary  and  secondary 
sedimentation  tanks  arnl  septic  tanks.  Any  How  in  excess  of  three 
times  Dry  Weather  Mow  ])asses  over  a storm  water  oveiilow  and 
discharges  into  the  storm  water  tanks. 

The  effluent  from  the  tanks  is  distributed  over  seven  circular 
percolating  filters.  After  the  effluent  has  jiassed  through  the 
percolating  filters,  it  is  intercepted  by  humus  tanks  before  it  is 
finally  discharged  from  the  works  into  the  River  Tame. 
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The  whole  of  the  sludge  from  the  tanks  except  the  humus 
tanks  is  pumped  into  specially  prepared  sludge  drying  beds  which 
have  an  ash  foundation.  Here  the  sludge  is  left  to  be  dried  by  the 
atmosphere.  Sludge  from  the  humus  tanks  is  pumped  back  to  the 
detritus  chamber  for  further  sedimentation.  Provision  is  also  made 
so  that  all  supernatant  water  is  returned  to  the  primary  tanks  for 
re-treatment.  / 

The  works  have  continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during  the 
past  year,  although  it  is  desirable,  when  circumstances  permit, 
that  a balancing  tank  should  be  provided  to  equalise  the  flow  on  the 
pumping  mains  and  thereby  prevent  sewage  being  discharged  to 
the  storm  water  tanks. 

Bulk  discharges  of  fuel  oil  and  trade  waste  have  been  much 
more  frequent  during  the  past  12  months,  and  there  have  been 
many  occasions  when  heavy  discharges  of  spent  fuel  oil  have  had 
to  be  dealt  with.  There  have  been  no  operational  difficulties  due 
to  shortage  of  labour  during  the  past  12  months. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COUNCIE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  Sanitary 
Circumstances  of  the  district  for  the  year  1948. 

Unfortunately  we  have  been  somewhat  handicapped  as 
regards  staff  and  the  additional  responsibilities  falling  to  us  under 
the  Civil  Building  Regulations.  In  fact  the  duties  under  the  latter 
made  it  imperative  to  engage  a clerk  to  deal  with  licence  applica- 
tions and  permits,  as  the  outdoor  staff  was  limited  to  one  Inspector 
(Mr.  Anderson).  However,  Mr.  Timmins,  who  was  engaged  for 
this  work  had  a breakdown  and  had  to  leave  us  in  May  so  that  we 
had  to  carry  on  throughout  the  year  with  one  Assistant  only. 

In  January  the  Council  transferred  the  W'elfare  Officer  to  the 
Health  Department  and  her  work  in  connection  with  Council 
properties  has  been  of  great  service  in  securing  improved  conditions, 
although  much  of  her  time  had  to  be  given  to  compiling  ])ermanent 
records  of  the  whole  of  the  Council  houses.  This  work  is  a most 
valuable  contribution  towards  public  health  and  the  cost  of  this  is 
is  money  well  spent  in  securing  and  maintaining  satisfactory 
conditions  in  new  houses.  There  are  many  problems  in  home  life 
when  outside  advice  and  help  is  sought  and  valued,  and  it  is  here 
that  much  good  can  be  done  by  a thoughtful  and  tactful  officer. 

Housing  is  still  our  biggest  headache,  both  from  the  rehousing 
angle  and  the  provision  of  liouses  for  inadequately  housed  families. 
Although  we  established  a record  in  the  number  of  houses  completed 
and  occupied  in  any  one  year — a total  of  209 — it  falls  far  short  of 
what  we  should  aim  at  if  we  are  to  solve  our  difficulties  within  a 
reasonable  term  of  years.  I'lie  houses  being  })rovided  give  us  no 
opportunity  to  operate  Part  III  of  the  Housing  Act,  although  we 
have  of  necessity  had  to  take  action  as  regards  certain  unsatisfactory 
structures  under  Part  2,  Section  II,  and  still  many  families  remain 
to  be  rehoused  from  proj)erties  dealt  with  some  years  back. 
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There  are  many  sub-standard  houses  to  be  replaced  and  for 
which  reasonable  amenities  are  not  possible  owing  to  their  con- 
struction, condition  and  congestion,  in  fact  approximately  1,300 
have  been  scheduled,  and  there  are  about  2,500  without  baths. 

It  is  here  that  the  Public  Slipper  Baths  have  proved  of  great 
benefit,  and  the  extent  to  which  these  are  appreciated  can  be  seen 
from  the  frequency  with  which  they  have  been  used.  During  the 
year  they  have  been  in  use  on  13,510  occasions,  or  over  1,000  each 
month,  thus  proving  the  Manager’s  request  for  developing  this 
Section  of  the  Baths.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  his  suggestions  will 
meet  with  favourable  consideration,  for  without  this  provision  by 
the  Council  the  family  difficulties  in  obtaining  a bath  in  a detached 
scullery  can  be  appreciated. 

I should  wish  to  set  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  loyal 
support  and  co-operation  of  my  staff,  who  have  helped  in  accom- 
plishing so  much  towards  satisfying  a public  which  is  getting  more 
health  conscious  and  appreciative  of  the  better  things  in  life. 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  S.  BARKER, 

Chief  Sanitary  and  Housing  Officer. 
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HOUSING. 

The  housing  position  as  regards  action  under  Part  III  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1956,  remains  unchanged  : — 


Number  of  dwelling 
houses  demolished. 

Number 
of  persons 
displaced 
up  to 
31/12/49 

Number 
of  dwelling 
houses 
made  fit. 

Unfit 

houses. 

Other 

houses. 

Part  A. 

Clearance  Areas — 

(i)  Land  coloured  “ pink  ” 

17!) 

732 

(u)  Land  coloured  “ grey  ” 



— 

— 

— 

Part  B. 

Improvement  Areas 

— 

— 

! 

— 

Part  C. 

Insanitary  houses  not  included  in  clearance  areas  or  improvement  areas. 
NOTE. — The  references  below  relate  to  Part  2 Sections  of  the  .\ct  of  193(5. 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  as  a result  of 

formal  procedure  under  Section  II  ...  ...  ...  555 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  as  a result  of 

informal  notices  preliminary  to  formal  procedure 
under  Section  II  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  closed  but  not  demolished 

as  a result  of  undertakings  (which  have  not  been 
cancelled)  by  owners  under  Section  II  not  to  use 
houses  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  11 

(4)  Parts  of  buildings  closed  (Section  1 2)  ...  ...  ...  91 

(5)  Number  of  persons  displaced  as  a result  of  action 


under  (1)  above 
under  (2)  above 
under  (8)  above 
under  (4)  above 


2,129 

11 

43 

343 


I he  number  of  condemned  houses  remaining  now  number  lOS, 
83  of  which  are  still  occupied  ; 39  houses  have  been  dealt  with  under 
Section  II  during  the  year. 


If) 


During  1948,  206  Council  houses  have  been  completed  and  let  : 

174  of  the  three-bedroom  type. 

8 of  the  four-bedroom  type. 

24  bungalows  for  aged  persons. 

206 


42  families  (149  persons)  have  been  rehoused  from  condemned 
properties  and  19  families  (71  persons)  from  pioperties  acquired  by 
the  Council  for  street  improvements  in  connection  with  new  housing 
developments. 

The  policy  of  the  Council  with  regard  to  slum  clearance  remains 
unchanged — one  house  in  every  hve  erected  being  let  for  this 
purpose. 

In  nearly  all  cases  where  tenants  are  removed  for  overcrowding, 
the  Council  by  arrangement  with  the  owners  select  the  tenants  from 
their  lists  of  applicants. 

The  housing  position  still  remains  a problem  of  pressing  need, 
particularly  in  the  case  of  the  newly-weds  and  sub-tenants,  as  few 
houses  are  available  for  these  applicants,  and  in  75%  of  the  cases 
they  unfortunately  have  to  commence  their  married  life  in  rooms. 
It  is  a matter  for  regret  that  considerably  more  prefabs  were  not 
made  available  at  reasonable  prices  for  these  small  families. 

The  following  information  was  given  in  August  in  connection 
with  the  Survey  for  the  Housing  and  Development  Plans  being 
carried  out  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act,  1947,  which 
gives  a reasonably  accurate  assessment  of  our  housing  needs  in 
terms  of  families  : — 


SCHEDULE. 


(^)  Existing  Dwellings. 

{i)  The  number  of  existing  occupied  separate 

dwellings...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,679 

(ii)  The  number  of  unoccupied  separate  dwellings...  nil 

(h)  Existing  families  requiring  new  houses. 

{i)  Number  of  families  living  in  dwellings  where 

slum  clearance  orders  are  operative  ...  ...  83 

[ii)  Number  of  families  living  in  dwellings  where 

slum  clearance  orders  are  pending  ...  ...  766 
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(iii)  Number  of  families  living  in  dwellings  where 

there  is  statutory  overcrowding 

[iv)  Number  of  families  living  in  dwellings  where 

there  is  near  statutory  overcrowding... 

(?;)  Number  of  families  sharing  a dwelling  with 
another  family,  but  not  falling  into  categories 
{b)  {i)  {iv) 

{vi)  Number  of  families  living  outside  your  Authcr- 
ity’s  area  but  in  which  the  chief  wage  earner 
works  within  it  ... 


700 


317 


m 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936  (Section  II). 

Schedule  of  Properties  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  during  the  year. 


Property. 

No.  of 
Bedrooms  . 

No.  of 
Persons. 

Remarks. 

Bentley  Road,  12 

3 

3 

Bush  Street,  19 

2 

4 

Bush  Street,  20 

2 

2 

Bush  Street,  21 

2 ' 

4 

Bush  Street,  22 

2 1 

3 

Bush  Street,  23 

2 1 

3 

Bush  Street,  24 

2 

4 

Bush  Street,  25 

2 

3 

Bush  Street,  26 

2 

2 

Bush  Street,  27 

2 

3 

Bush  Street,  28 

2 

2 

Great  Croft  Street,  rear  6 

1 

2 

Rehoused 

Green,  Ct.  3,  H.4. 

2 

4 

High  Street,  9 ... 

3 

Void 

Rehoused 

High  Street,  10  ... 

3 

3 

Moxley,  Ct.  3,  H.2  

2 

Void 

Rehoused 

Moxley,  Ct.  3,  H.3 

2 

Void 

>» 

Moxley,  Roberts  Building,  11 

2 

Void 

y> 

Moxley,  Roberts  Buildings,  12 

2 

5 

Moxley,  Roberts  Buildings,  13  ^ 

2 

6 

Moxley,  Roberts  Buildings,  14 

2 

3 

Moxley,  Roberts  Buildings,  15 

2 

4 

Moxley,  Roberts  Buildings,  16 

2 

3 

Moxley,  Roberts  Buildings,  17 

2 

1 

Moxley  Road,  80 

2 

2 

Moxley  Road,  80a 

2 

3 

Moxley  Road,  82 

2 

4 

Moxley  Road,  3 

2 

O 

Moxley  Road,  5 

2 

5 

Short  Street,  4 ... 

3 

— 

Reconstructed 

Short  Street,  5 ... 

3 

— 

Walsall  Road,  275  

2 

4 

Walsall  Road,  277  

2 

5 

Walsall  Road,  279 

2 

2 

Walsall  Road,  281 

2 

2 

Walsall  Road,  283 

2 

5 

Walsall  Road,  285 

5 

Wolverhampton  Street,  103  ... 

' 2 

3 ; 

Wolverhampton  Street,  105  ... 

2 

•} 

82 

108 
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DEMOLITION. 

Schedule  of  properties  taken  down  during  the  year. 


Property. 

No.  of 
Bedrooms. 

No.  of 
Persons. 

Remarks. 

Bilston  Street,  48 

3 

5 

Rehoused 

Catherine’s  Cross,  87 

2 

0 

Catherine’s  Cross,  88  ... 

2 

2 

t f 

Church  Street,  Ct.  3,  H.O. 

3 

2 

i t 

Cramphill,  91 

— ■ 

— 

r > 

Cramphill,  92 

3 

3 

f f 

Cramphill,  93 

— 

— 

t f 

Cramphill,  Ct.  8,  H.l  ... 

— 

— 

t * 

Green,  rear  35  ... 

2 

4 

Green,  17 

2 

2 

Green,  Ct.  2,  H.l 

2 

7 

Green,  Ct.  2,  H.2 

2 

4 

Green,  Ct.  2,  H.3 

2 

2 

Green,  Ct.  2,  H.4 

2 

2 

Green,  Ct.  2,  H.5 

2 

4 

Moxley,  Ct.  1,  H.l 

2 

4 

Rehoused,  ac- 
quired for  street 
improvement. 

Moxley,  Ct.  1,  H.  2 

2 

1 

do. 

Moxley,  Ct.  1,  H.  3 

2 

1 

do. 

Moxley,  Ct.  1,  H.  4 

2 

8 

do. 

Moxley,  Ct.  1,  H.  5 

2 

3 

do. 

Moxley,  Ct.  4,  H.  2 

3 

9 

Rehoused 

Moxley,  Ct.  4,  H.  5 

3 

8 

Moxley,  Ct.  7,  H.  2 

2 

5 

Moxley,  Ct.  7,  H.  3 

2 

2 

Moxley,  Ct.  7,  H.  4 

•> 

w 

3 

Moxley,  Ct.  7,  H.  5 

. 

2 

0 

Rehoused  — ac- 
quired for  street 
improvement. 

Moxley,  High  Street,  18 

2 

2 

do. 

Moxley,  High  Street,  20 

•> 

w 

5 

do. 

Moxley,  High  Street,  22 

2 

4 

do. 

Moxley,  High  Street,  24 

3 

3 

do. 

Moxley,  High  Street,  78 

2 

5 

do. 

Moxley,  High  Street,  80 

3 

5 

do. 

Moxley,  High  Street,  82 

2 

3 

do. 

Moxley,  High  Street,  84 

2 

3 

do. 

Moxley,  High  Street,  80 

2 

3 

do. 

Moxley,  High  Street,  88 

2 

2 

do. 

Moxley,  Cockheath,  4 ... 

2 

4 

Rehoused 

Moxley,  Cockheath,  5 ... 

2 

0 

Moxley,  Cockheath,  0 ... 

2 

4 

Moxley,  Cockheath,  7 ... 

2 

4 

Moxley  Road,  11 

2 

0 

Moxley  Road,  111 

2 

5 

Rehoused  — ac- 
quired for  street 

Moxley  Road,  113 

2 

4 

improvement. 

do. 

Moxley  Road,  115 

2 

0 

do. 
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Demolition — continued. 


I’roperty. 

No.  of 
Bedrooms. 

No.  of 
Persons. 

Remarks. 

Moxley  Road,  125 

2 

4 

Rehoused 

Moxley  Road,  127 

2 

2 

t f 

Moxley  Road,  129 

2 

— 

> t 

Moxley  Road,  131 

2 

4 

1 1 

Short  Street,  1 ... 

2 

2 

1 1 

Short  Street,  2 ... 

2 

3 

> » 

Short  Street,  3 ... 

2 

2 

f f 

St.  George’s  Street,  Ct.  1,  H.  1 

2 

3 

> t 

St.  John’s  Road,  47 

2 

4 

f > 

St.  John’s  Road,  48 

2 

7 

f > 

St.  John’s  Road,  49 

2 

3 

ff 

Willenhall  Street,  Ct.  2 ,H.  1 ... 

2 

3 

f t 

Willenhall  Street,  Ct.  2,  H.  2 ... 

2 

4 

f > 

Willenhall  Street,  Ct.  2,  H.  3 ... 

2 

3 

f > 

Willenhall  Street,  Ct.  2,  H.  4 ... 

2 

2 

f t 

Willenhall  Street,  Ct.  2,  H.  10 

1 

2 

1 1 

122 

217 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS  SINCE  JANUARY,  1920 


Year 

ending 

Dec. 

By  Local  Authority  under 
Housing  Schemes. 

Assisted 

By  Pri 

vate  Enterprise. 

Com- 

bined 

Yearly 

Totals 

(«) 

1919 

Act. 

(1) 

1923 
and 

1924 

(^) 

• 

1930 

(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

Un- 

assisted 

Houses 

(5) 

Assisted. 

Subsidy 

(<5) 

Total 

(7) 

1920 

10 

- 



10 

— 

— 

— 

10 

1921 

90 

— 

— 

90 

— 

— 

— 

90 

1922 

30 

— 

— 

30 

4 

— 

4 

34 

1923 

— 

— 



— 

0 

0 

12 

12 

1924 



— 

— 

— 

1 

14 

15 

15 

1925 



25 

— 

25 

1 

8 

9 

34 

1 920 

- 

90 

— 

90 

1 

17 

18 

114 

1927 



84 



84 

5 

25 

30 

114 

1928 

— 

91 

— 

91 

— 

— 

— 

91 

1929 



08 

■ 

08 

— 

4 

4 

72 

1930 

— 

90 

— 

90 

— 

0 

0 

90 

1931 



()2 

— 

02 

8 

— 

8 

70 

1932 

— 

115 

20 

141 

15 

— 

15 

150 

1933 

— 

19 

— 

19 

15 

— 

1 5 

34 

1934 

— 

14 

50 

108 

24 

— • 

24 

132 

44U 

1935 

— 

24  X 

40 

131 

11 

— 

11 

142 

OIL 

1 930 

— 

90U 

70 

100 

55 

— 

55 

221 

1937 

— 

124 

124 

144 

— 

144 

208 

1938 

— 

— 

134 

134 

113 



113 

247 

1939 



40 

83 

129 

50 

— 

50 

179 

1940 

— 

20 

85 

111 

— 

— 

— 

111 

1945 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

3 

1940 

— 

81 

— 

139 

41 

— 

41 

180 

49Pf. 

9Bd. 

1947 

— 

130 

— 

130 

— 

— 

— 

130 

1948 

— 

200 

— 

200 

0 

0 

212 

29  years 

142 

1430 

018 

2190 

497 

80 

583 

2779 

Less 

*11 

*11 

*11 

142 

1425 

018 

2195 

497 

80 

583 

2768 

U.  — Indicates  houses  erected  without  Government  assistance. 

X.  — These  Council  houses  were  taken  over  as  part  of  Bentley  und"*' 
the  Staffordshire  Review  Order  of  1!):M. 

Pf.  — Prefabs. 

Bd.  — Bomb  damaged  properties. 

* — 9 bomb  damaged  and  2 structurally  unfit  properties. 


REPAIR  AND  MAINTENANCE. 


The  bad  structural  condition  of  the  older  class  of  property 
of  which  we  have  more  than  our  share  in  this  working  class  area, 
is  causing  us  much  concern,  as  the  aggravated  deterioration  during 
the  war  period  combined  with  the  difficulties  encountered  since, 
has  brought  many  of  these  houses  into  a state  where  it  becomes 
uneconomical  or  inadvisable  to  spend  more  money  on  them.  Many 
owners  hnd  their  property  more  of  a liability  than  an  investment 
and  would  be  only  too  willing  for  the  Local  Authority  to  take  over 
at  little  more  than  site  value. 

During  the  past  thirty  years  or  so  considerable  money  has  been 
spent  in  endeavouring  to  keep  these  worn  out  and  badly  con- 
structed dwellings  up  to  a habitable  standard  by  replacing  the  open 
drainage  system  by  covered  drains,  installing  modern  conveniences, 
abolishing  the  large  insanitary  open  ashpits,  privies,  cesspits,  etc., 
provision  of  opening  lights  in  lieu  of  fixed  frames,  fixing  eaves 
guttering  (almost  unknowm  at  that  time),  and  various  other  structural 
and  sanitary  improvements. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  housing  developments  would  have 
enabled  us  to  do  away  with  these  houses  many  years  ago,  but  the 
erection  of  new  houses  over  that  period  has  been  much  below  what  is 
required  and  has  catered  for  little  more  than  the  natural  growth  of 
the  population  which  is  an  ever  increasing  one,  due  primarily  to  the 
highly  industrialised  character  of  the  district  and  the  continued 
prosperity  of  its  industries. 

Due  to  the  cost  of  reconditioning  these  old  houses  which  would 
be  unreasonable  within  the  meaning  of  Section  9,  action  has  been 
confined  mainly  to  the  Public  Health  Act.  Only  where  the  proper- 
ties have  a reasonable  life  has  Section  9 been  operated.  In  order  to 
encourage  owners  to  keep  their  property  in  reasonable  structural 
condition  and  to  ensure  a fair  interest  on  their  investments,  I 
feel  it  would  be  of  great  assistance  if  landlords  were  able  to  increase 
the  rent  in  those  cases  where  the  Local  Authority  would  feel 
justified  in  issuing  a certificate  of  “ Reasonable  Fitness,”  not 
necessarily  up  to  a standard  required  by  Section  9. 

The  percentage  which  owneis  are  entitled  to  charge  under 
the  Rent  Restrictions  Act  of  1920  is  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
cost  of  maintenance  today,  and  “ structural  improvements  ” entitling 
the  landlord  to  increase  his  rent  by  charging  on  the  cost  pf 
such  works  is  inadvisable  in  view  of  the  age  and  short  life  of  the 
property. 


The  rent  of  privately  owned  property  is  about  the  only  thing 
which  has  not  risen  in  these  difhcnlt  times,  and  both  owners  and 
officials  are  faced  with  some  dilficulty  in  carrying  out  extensive 
repairs.  Such  major  repairs  as  re-roohng,  which  cannot  be  regarded 
as  an  improvement,  should  be  covered  by  a small  increase  in  the 
rent,  as  patching  is  no  remedy  in  many  such  cases  and  the  cost  of 
stripping  would  be  as  much  as  the  value  of  the  house. 

As  can  be  readily  understood,  the  needs  of  this  class  of  property 
call  for  more  attention  from  an  inspectorial  point  of  view  as 
complaints  have  increased  considerably,  making  greater  demands 
on  the  time  of  the  staff  for  this  aspect  of  housing  work. 


CIVIL  BUILDING  REGULATIONS. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  licences  issued  during  the 
year  with  the  value  of  the  work  carried  out  : — 


HOUSlNCx.  OTHER  THAN  HOUSING. 


Month. 

No.  of 
Licences. 

£ 

s. 

d.  1 

Month. 

No.  of 
Licences. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

January 

14 

460 

0 

» 

January 

4 

124 

0 

0 

F ebruary 

19 

1037 

0 

0 : 

February 

13 

755 

0 

0 

March 

23 

1012 

0 

0 

March 

13 

544 

0 

0 

April 

31 

1086 

0 

0 

April 

13 

722 

0 

0 

May 

20 

828 

0 0 , 

May 

4 

114 

0 

0 

June 

28 

2230 

0 

^ 1 

June 

7 

291 

0 

0 

July 

4 

2271 

0 

0 

July 

— 

— 

— 

.\ugust 

1 

120 

0 

0 1 

August 

— 

— 

— 

September 

3 

490 

0 

0! 

September 

— 

— 

October 

2 

453 

0 

0 

October 

— 

— 

— 

— 

November 

3 

2240 

0 

0 1 

November 

— 

— 

— 

— 

December 

— 

— 

— 

! 

1 )ecember 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

148 

12839 

0 j 0 

1 

1 

54 

2550 

0 

0 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 
Schedule  of  Visits  and  Notices  Served. 


Visits 

Informal 

Notices 

Statutory 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

Drain  stoppages  ... 

897 

862 

6 

858 

Drainage  defects 

365 

289 

174 

257 

Structural  defects 

1223 

514 

245 

1141 

Spouting  defects  and  dampness 

254 

129 

44 

116 

Bins  (Provided  534) 

573 

498 

163 

454 

Stagnant  water  (cellars)  ... 

27 

14 

6 

13 

Fish  fryers  ... 

112 

16 

8 

14 

Milk  and  dairies  ... 

109 

5 

— 

5 

Butchers  premises 

587 

16 

3 

15 

Factories  and  workshops 

247 

40 

8 

36 

Infectious  diseases 

274 

— 

— 

— 

Verminous  conditions 

88 

14 

2 

14 

Pig-keepers  premises 

316 

71 

6 

67 

Private  slaughtering 

204 

— 

— 

— 

Moveable  dwellings 

16 

4 

2 

4 

Schools 

47 

8 

— 

8 

Smoke  nuisance 

77 

12 

2 

9 

Picture  theatres  ... 

36 

4 

1 

4 

Complaints 

2416 

2342 

341 

2201 

Letters 

3478 

— 

— 

— 

Interviews 

5356 

— 

— 

— 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DISINFECTION. 

274  visits  have  been  made  to  infectious  cases  for  necessary 
investigation. 

149  premises  have  been  disinfected  after  infectious  or  other 
complaints,  56  being  for  verminous  conditions. 

Terminal  disinfection  was  carried  out  in  the  case  of  24  deaths 
from  T.B.,  and  bedding  was  either  destroyed  or  steam  disinfected. 

We  have  no  steam  disinfector  in  the  district,  arrangements 
having  been  made  with  an  adjoining  Authority  for  dealing  with 
our  needs,  a scale  of  charges  having  been  agreed  upon. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

32  licences  were  issued  for  the  bulk  storage  of  32,325  gallons 
of  motor  spirit. 

Three  licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of  carbide  of 
calcium  (a  total  of  16  cwts.).  It  is  used  in  connection  with  acety- 
lene welding  plants. 


Three  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  storage  of 
9,500  gallons  of  cellulose.  Special  storage  was  provided  in  accord- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  Cellulose  Regulations. 

Several  garages  now  operate  cellulose  paint  spraying  plant, 
and  attention  has  had  to  be  drawn  to  unsuitable  storage  facilities 
and  danger  from  exposed  wiring,  etc. 

REFUSE  REMOVAL. 

The  removal  and  disposal  of  domestic  refuse  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Public  Works  Department.  The  drivers  record  all  defective 
receptacles  to  this  Department,  the  onus  then  being  upon  us  to 
secure  their  replacement.  The  Local  Authority  undertake  the 
provision  of  all  bins,  both  for  Council  and  privately  owned  houses, 
the  latter  by  arrangement. 

454  bins  have  been  supplied  during  the  year,  229  to  j)rivately 
owned  houses  and  225  to  Council  houses. 

The  Council  has  not  yet  taken  advantage  of  the  provision  of 
Section  75  (8)  of  the  Public  Health  Act  to  accept  complete  respon- 
sibility for  this  service.  In  view  of  the  recent  Court  decisions  on 
the  interpretation  of  this  Section  further  consideration  should  be 
given  to  this  particular  Sub-section,  the  adoption  of  which  would 
tend  to  improve  this  service. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  and  greater  care 
should  be  exercised  to  see  that  all  tipping  surfaces  are  kept  properly 
covered  and  that  the  depth  cf  them  does  not  exceed  that  recom- 
mended. 

Three  tips  are  in  use  and  these  receive  frequent  visits  and 
treatment  for  vermin. 


MEAT  AND  FOODS. 

There  is  at  present  only  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the 
district  and  its  use  is  conhned  to  the  slaughter  of  cottager’s  pigs, 
44  having  been  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

160  pigs  have  been  slaughtered  on  private  premises,  the 
operation  being  carried  out  by  private  slaughtermen. 

There  are  839  pig-keepers  on  the  register. 

10  persons  have  been  licensed  under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act  during  the  year. 

Carcase  meat  is  supplied  through  the  Meat  Distribution 
Organisation  at  Wolverhampton. 


1 he  following  is  a list  of  articles  of  food  condemned  and 
disposed  of  during  the  year  : — 


Milk  

Bacon  ... 

Mussels 

Peas 

Fish 

Veal  Loaf 
Plums  ... 
Apricots 
Potatoes 
Peaches 
Fruit  Cocktail 
Grapefruit 
Beans  ... 

Carrots 

Soup 

Tomato  Juice 
Salmon... 
Tomatoes 
Luncheon  Meat 
Fig  Pudding  ,L 
Mixed  Wgetables 
Baking  Powder 

Jam  

Onions 

Sauce 


31  tins 
2 „ 

35  „ 

8 „ 

6 „ 

1 „ 

^ 1 „ 

2 „ 

4 „ 

9 

^ >> 

1 „ 

9 „ 

4 „ 

2 „ 

2 „ 

8 „ 

1 „ 

1 „ 

1 „ 

1 „ 

1 

1 „ 

4 

3 jars 
1 bottle 


Total 


132 


Pigs  Heads  (2) 

Pigs  Plucks  (2) 

Omentum  and  part  of  liver 

Sausage 

Rabbit 

Roe 

Sugar 


st.  lbs.  ozs. 

2 11  0 

1 5 8 

2 0 8 

3 0 

12  0 0 

1 12  0 


Total  Weight 


20  4 0 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILK  SHOPS. 

There  are  two  registered  cow-keepers  in  the  district. 

The  following  licences  and  registrations  have  been  recorded  ; — 

Dealer’s  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 (Pasteurised) 

Registered  Milk  Retailers  : — 

Graded  Milk  Licences  ...  ...  ...  11  (Pasteurised) 

Supplementary  ...  ...  ...  ...  10  (T.T.) 

There  are  only  two  Producer  Retailers  in  the  area  and  no 
bottling  establishments. 

Sterilised  milk  still  retains  its  popularity  jmincipally  on 
account  of  its  keeping  qualities  and  preference  for  making  puddings, 
custards,  etc.  70%  of  all  milk  retailed  is  sterilised. 

Reports  on  samples  of  milk  submitted  for  examination  will 
be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  AND  1948. 

(Part  1). 

Although  encouragement  should  be  given  to  enterprise  in  the 
establishment  of  new  industries,  it  is  equally  desirable  that  such 
businesses  should  be  located  in  approved  areas  where  consecpient 
development  is  not  likely  to  interfere  with  the  amenities  of  the 
neighbourhood.  Several  new  factories  employing  not  more  than 
two  to  hve  persons  have  been  found  in  the  course  of  district  visiting 
or  as  a result  of  complaints,  of  which  neither  the  Factory  Inspector 
nor  the  Local  Authority  have  been  notified. 

Such  businesses  are  likely  to  grow  and  prov^e  an  unmixed 
blessing  to  us  eventually.  Control  will  be  effected  in  the  future 
under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act.  However,  structural 
alterations  and  additions  should  not  be  encouraged  unless  suitably 
located. 
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1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


I’remises. 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of  : 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  8,  4,  and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author- 
ities. 

1 

88 

57 

6 

nil 

Factories  not  included  in 
above  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

2 

76 

114 

12 

nil 

Other  premises  in  which 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers premises. 

8 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total  ... 

— 

109 

171  i 18 

nil 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


M/c. 

line 

No. 

Number  of  cases 

were 

in  which  defects 

found. 

Number  of 

cases  in 
which  prose- 
cutions were 
instituted. 

Particulars. 

Found 

Rem- 

edied 

Ref( 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

srred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l.)  

4 

4 

4 

— • 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  ... 

5 



— 

— 

— 

— - 

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature (S.4) 

7 

- 





— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  ... 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7):— 

(a)  insufftcient 

9 

8 

8 

1 

— 

(6)  unsuitable  or 

defective 

10 

8 

8 

— 

1 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes  ... 

11 

1 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— • 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out 
work  ... 

12 

Total  ... 

— 

12 

11 



8 

— 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT. 


The  measures  of  control  for  eradicating  rats  and  mice  are 
undertaken  by  the  Health  Department,  the  Local  Authority 
employing  a rodent  operative  whose  services  are  partly  covered  by 
a grant. 

These  duties,  previously  undertaken  by  the  County  have  been 
delegated  to  the  District  Council  who  are  indirectly  responsible 
to  the  Ministry  of  Food  (Infestation  Division). 

• 

After  several  years  experience  it  is  felt  that  this  work  would  be 
better  controlled  by  the  Ministry  whose  officers  would  have  no 
difficult  boundaries  as  we  have.  Rats  and  vermin  have  no  regard 
to  dividing  lines  and  districts  such  as  these  in  the  Midland  areas 
have  sewer  rights  in  common,  brook  courses  along  which  infestation 
takes  place  and  tips  usually  on  the  boundary  lines,  leading  to 
infestation  in  adjoining  areas. 

For  infestation  work  a trained  operative  is  necessary  and  many 
of  the  smaller  Authoiities  do  not  need  a full-time  operative  and 
so  his  training  is  not  made  full  use  of.  A trained  operative  and 
assistant  for  perhaps  two  or  three  areas  would  be  more  effective 
and  economical. 

During  the  year  systematic  treatments  have  been  carried  out 
at  the  various  refuse  tips,  sewage  works  and  along  the  brook  course. 
The  degree  of  infestation  is  however  small  and  easily  controlled. 

There  are  no  real  major  areas  of  infestation  and  tlie  ])ublic 
sewers  have  yielded  a poor  return  from  poison  baiting.  The 
frequent  treatments  however  may  be  a factor  in  this  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs. 

25  works  and  private  premises  have  been  treated  during 
the  year  for  which  a charge  is  made,  on  a time  and  materials 
basis,  and  for  private  premises  a charge  of  5/-. 
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Schedule  of  Houses  and  Accommodation. 
CATHERINE’S  CROSS  WARD. 


Street. 

Erec- 
ted by 

L.A. 

Total 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

No. 

with 

1 

Bed- 

room 

No. 

with 

2 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

3 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

4 

and 

over 

Total 

Bed- 

rooms 

Total 

Living 

rooms 

Alfred  Street  ... 



14 



14 

- 

1 

28 

' 27 

Berry  Avenue 

83 

83 

— 

— 

83 

— 

249 

i 87 

Bradshaw  Avenue 

42 

42 

— 

— 

42 

— 

126 

1 77 

Burns  Place 

10 

10 

— 

10 

— 

30 

! 20 

Burns  Road 

68 

68 

— 

55 

13 

217 

136 

Catherine’s  Cross 

4 

87 

9 

55 

20 

3 

191 

144 

Cockheath,  Moxlev  ... 



7 

— 

5 

2 

— 

16 

13 

Dangerfield  Lane 

2 

19 

2 

9 

5 

3 

47 

34 

Factory  Street 

— 

28 

1 

22 

5 

— ' 

60 

50 

Forge  Road  ... 

6 

21 

— 

15 

5 

1 

49 

35 

Foundrv  Street 



67 

1 

55 

10 

1 

145 

120 

Foundry  Street  Ext 

10 

10 

— 



10 

— 

30 

18 

Glebe  Place  ... 

8 

8 



— 

8 

— 

24 

16 

Heathfield  Lane 

10 

40 



25 

15 

— 

95 

76 

Heathfield  Lane  West 

70 

75 

— 

1 

74 

• — - 

224 

139 

Herberts  Park  Road 

66 

70 

• 



70 

— 

210 

88 

Hewitt  Road  ... 

36 

36 

— 

— 

36 

— 

108 

42 

Horace  Partridge  Rd. 

25 

25 

— 

— 

22 

3 

78 

50 

Hughes  Road 

38 

38 

— 



36 

2 

116 

76 

King  Edward  Street 

8 

61 

— 

46 

15 

— 

137 

122 

Mill  Street 

— 

35 

2 

26 

6 

1 

76 

62 

Moxley 

4 

80 

— 

51 

25 

4 

193 

142 

Moxley  Road 

10 

143 

5 

72 

64 

•> 

w 

249 

277 

Park  Road  ..: 

3 

17 

— 

10 

nr 

i 

— 

41 

31 

Park  Street  ... 

10 

22 

— 

6 

16 

— 

60 

32 

Partridge  Avenue 

26 

26 

— 

1 

25 

— 

77 

33 

Pinfold  Street 

— 

48 

2 

26 

13 

7 

121 

86 

Pinfold  Street  Ext.  ... 

— 

11 



2 

9 

— 

31 

22 

Sandwell  Avenue 

— 

39 

— 

23 

16 

— 

94 

79 

Sproat  Avenue 

16 

16 

— 

— 

16 

— 

48 

18 

St.  John’s  Road 

— 

30 

— 

28 

2 

— 

62 

46 

Stanbury  Avenue 

49 

49 



— 

49 

— 

147 

98 

Sutton  Road 

17 

17 

— 

— 

15 

2 

53 

34 

Victory  Avenue 

59 

59 

— 

— 

59 

— 

177 

114 

Watson  Road ... 

30 

30 

— 

— 

26 

4 

94 

60 

Wells  Avenue. . . 

36 

36 

— 

— 

36 

— 

108 

70 

Whitehouse  Avenue  ... 

18 

18 

— 

18 

— 

— 

36 

18 

Wiley  Avenue 

32 

35 

— 

— ■ 

35 

10 

105 

43 

Wilkinson  Road 

44 

44 

— 

— 

34 

142 

93 

Wolverhampton  Street 

15 

139 

*11 

52 

76 

— 

343 

249 

Woods  Bank  Terrace 

8 

8 

— 

7 

' 

23 

16 

TOTALS  

863 

1711 

33 

563 

1059 

56 

4560 

2987 

* — Includes  6 Bungalows. 
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Schedule  of  Houses  and  Accommodation. 


CENTRAL  WARD. 


Street 

Erec- 
ited  by 

L.A. 

Total 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

No. 

with 

1 

Bed- 

room 

No. 

with 

2 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

3 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

4 

and 

over 

Total 

Bed- 

rooms 

Total 

Living 

rooms 

Alma  Street 

31 

O 

29 

— 

— 

60 

58 

Ames  Road  ... 

30 

30 

— 

— 

28 

2 

92 

60 

Bayley  Crescent 

14 

14 

— 

2 

10 

2 

42 

15 

Biddlestone  Place 

16 

16 

— 

— 

16 

— 

48 

21 

Bilston  Street 

— 

31 

2 

21 

8 

— 

68 

53 

Blakemore’s  Lane 

— 

10 

— ■ 

7 

2 

1 

24 

22 

Brown  Road 

24 

24 

— 

— 

23 

1 

73 

48 

Cash  Joynson  Avenue 

16 

16 

— 

6 

4 

6 

48 

24 

Charles  Foster  Street 

43 

55 

— 

2 

53 

— 

163 

109 

Cramphill 

— 

32 

2 

21 

8 

1 

72 

56 

Crawford  Avenue 

18 

18 

— 

— 

18 

— 

54 

23 

Cross  Street  ... 

— 

19 

— 

16 

3 

— 

41 

35 

Dorsett  Road 

8 

64 

— 

13 

50 

1 

180 

143 

Dorsett  Road  Terrace 

18 

18 

— 

— 

18 

— 

54 

21 

Eldon  Street 

— 

61 

— 

55 

4 

2 

130 

108  ' 

Great  Croft  Street 

— 

13 

— 

9 

4 

— 

30 

25 

Hall  Street 

30 

32 

— 

— 

32 

— 

96 

43 

Hall  Street  East 

57 

57 

— 

6 

47 

— 

169 

75 

Hampton  Place 

8 

8 

— 

— 

8 



24 

10 

Haycock  Place 

10 

10 

— 

— 

10 

— 

30 

14 

High  Street  ... 

— 

39 

2 

22 

14 

1 

92 

69 

Ince  Road 

16 

16 

*8 

— ■ 

8 

— 

32 

24 

Kennedy  Crescent 

10 

11 

— 

1 

10 

— 

32 

14 

The  Leys 

— 

14 

— 

8 

3 

3 

37 

26 

Lowe  Avenue 

172 

172 

* 2 

— 

170 

— 

512 

174 

Marston  Avenue 

21 

21 

— 

— 

21 

— 

63 

40 

Michael  Road... 

37 

37 

— 

— 

37 

— 

111 

38 

New  Road 

— 

18 

— 

18 

— 

— 

36 

32 

New  Street 

— 

47 

3 

37 

4 

3 

101 

81 

Peach  Avenue 

32 

32 

1 

1 

32 

1 

96 

34 

Peacock  Road 

22 

22 

— 

— 

22 

— 

66 

29 

Rough  Hay  Road 

46 

56 

— 

— 

55 

1 

169 

90 

Rough  Hay  Place 

12 

12 

— 

— 

12 

— 

36 

16 

School  Street 

— 

13 

1 

10 

1 

1 

28 

25 

Smith  Street 

— 

41 

— 

31 

10 

— 

92 

79 

Stafford  Road 

46 

63 

— 

3 

60 

— 

186 

107 

Willenhall  Street 

4 

87 

3 

43 

40 

1 

213 

157 

TOTALS  

710 

1260 

25 

360 

845 

30 

3400 

1998 

* 


Bungalows. 
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Schedule  of  Houses  and  Accommodation. 
ALL  SAINTS’  WARD. 


Street. 

Erec- 
ted by 
L.A. 

Total 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

No. 

with 

1 

Bed- 

room 

No. 

with 

2 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

3 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

4 

and 

over 

Total 

Bed- 

rooms 

Total 

Living 

rooms 

Albert  Street  ... 

- 

38 

35 

2 

..  1 

80 

76 

Avenue  Road 

— 

40 

— 

22 

17 

1 

99 

88 

Bills  Street 

— 

3 

— 

2 

1 

— 

7 

6 

Bull  Street 

— 

49 

— 

42 

4 

3 

108 

100 

Church  Street 

— 

32 

4 

19 

5 

4 

73 

35 

Cope  Street  ... 

4 

29 

— 

8 

21 

— 

79 

58 

Crescent  Road 

— 

6 

1 

— 

3 

2 

18 

13 

Dale  End 

— 

8 

— 

7 

1 

— 

17 

11 

The  Flatts 

19 

19 

— 

— 

19 

— 

57 

20 

Gladstone  Street 

— 

19 

— 

11 

8 

— 

46 

37 

Gordon  Street 

— 

19 

— 

13 

6 

— 

44 

42 

Heath  Road  ... 

— 

42 

1 

39 

2 

— 

85 

71 

James  Bridge 

— 

4 

— 

1 

3 

— 

11 

9 

King  Street  ... 

— 

23 

3 

9 

10 

1 

55 

42 

Rectory  Avenue 

— 

7 

— • 

2 

5 

— 

19 

18 

Salisbury  Street 

— 

15 

— 

9 

6 

— 

36 

33 

Short  Street  ... 

— 

8 

— 

7 

1 

— 

17 

16 

Simmonds  Place 

26 

26 

— 

— 

26 

— 

78 

32 

Slater  Street  ... 

— 

26 

— 

3 

22 

1 

76 

60 

Station  Street 

4 

81 

— 

57 

22 

2 

188 

144 

Tilley  Street  ... 

— 

43 

— 

41 

2 

— 

88 

86 

Victoria  Road 

— 

27 

1 

17 

8 

1 

63 

52 

Walsall  Road 

— 

159 

3 

103 

47 

6 

374 

304 

Walsall  Street 

— 

27 

— 

21 

6 

— 

60 

54 

Waverley  Road 

— 

38 

— 

15 

23 

— 

99 

76 

Westbourne  Road 

— 

19 

— 

— 

19 

— 

57 

39 

Whitton  Street 

— 

41 

— 

17 

24 

— 

106 

82 

TOTALS  

53 

848 

13 

500 

313 

22 

2040 

1607 

Schedule  of  Houses  and  Accommodation. 


BENTLEY  WARD. 


Street. 

Erec- 
ted by 

L.A. 

Total 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

No. 

with 

1 

Bed- 

room 

No. 

with 

2 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

3 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

4 

and 

over 

Total 

Bed- 

rooms 

Total 

Living 

rooms 

Anson  Road  ... 

50 

50 

— 

8 

42 

142 

56 

Bentley  Mill  Lane 

— 

37 

— 

4 

32 

1 

108 

60 

Bentley  Road 

14 

67 

3 

36 

27 

1 

160 

119 

Coronation  Avenue  ... 

— 

77 

— - 

40 

37 

— . 

191 

154 

Cumberland  Road 

■22 

22 

— 

22 

— 

— 

44 

22 

Devon  Road  ... 

— 

43 

— 

22 

21 

— 

107 

85 

Durham  Avenue 

— 

20 

— 

— 

20 

— 

60 

36 

Gloucester  Place 

— 

5 

— 

1 

4 

— 

14 

9 

Hopyard  Road 

14 

14 

— 

6 

8 

— 

36 

21 

King  Charles  Avenue 
Morris  Avenue 

88 

90 

*10 

34 

46 

216 

131 

16 

16 

— 

— • 

16 

48 

32 

Pugh  Crescent 

74 

74 

— 

24 

50 

— 

198 

96 

Somerset  Road 



51 

— 

— 

51 

— 

153 

104 

Walsall  Road 

— 

99 

— 

26 

71 

2 

273 

195 

Warwick  Avenue 

4 

— 

1 

3 

— 

11 

8 

Wolverhampton  Road 

24 

41 

— 

7 

33 

1 

117 

79 

Worcester  Road 

— 

30 

— 

9 

21 

— 

81 

57 

Wrexham  Avenue 

— 

100 

— 

54 

46 

— 

246 

200 

York  Avenue 

— 

24 

— 

3 

21 

— 

69 

44 

TOTALS  

302 

864 

13 

297 

549 

5 

2274 

1508 

* — Bungalows. 


Schedule  of  Houses  and  Accommodation. 


THE  GREEN  WARD. 


Street. 

Erec- 
ted by 

L.A. 

Total 

Dwell- 

ing 

houses 

No. 

with 

1 

Bed- 

room 

No. 

with 

2 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

3 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

4 

and 

over 

Total 

Bed- 

rooms 

Total 

Living 

rooms 

Addenbrooke  Street  ... 

10 

74 



14 

60 



208 

158 

Addenbrooke  Place  . . . 

6 

6 

— 

— 

6 

— 

18 

6 

Aldridge  Street 

■ — - 

8 

1 

6 

1 

— 

16 

15 

Beard  Street 

— 

19 

— 

15 

4 

— 

42 

38 

Bell  Street 



59 

— 

50 

8 

1 

128 

110 

Blockall 

- — . 

28 

1 

21 

5 

1 

62 

52 

Booth  Street 



53 

— 

35 

18 

— 

124 

104 

Bush  Street  ... 



48 

■ 

41 

6 

1 

104 

79 

Castle  Street 



27 

— 

18 

9 

— 

63 

54 

Foster  Street  ... 

— 

69 

1 

46 

20 

2 

161 

134 

Carrington  Street 

20 

20 

- — • 

— 

20 

— 

60 

33 

The  Green 

— 

117 

6 

83 

24 

4 

260 

213 

Horton  Street 

8 

27 

— 

11 

16 

■ — - 

70 

49 

Horton  Place 

6 

6 

— 

— 

6 

— 

18 

9 

Hemmings  Street 

10 

10 

— 

— 

10 

— 

30 

19 

Little  Cross  Street 

— 

14 

— 

9 

5 

— 

33 

24 

Midland  Road 

17 

17 

— 

— 

17 

— 

51 

23 

Owen  Street  ... 

16 

17 

— 

— 

17 

— 

51 

32 

Perry  Street  ... 



41 

— 

26 

15 

— 

97 

81 

Queen  Street  ... 



8 

— 

8 

— 

— 

16 

16 

Richards  Street 

22 

62 

1 

18 

43 

— 

166 

122 

Rough  Hay  Road 

13 

24 

— 

— 

24 

— 

72 

48 

Ruber y Street 

- — ■ 

21 

— 

3 

18 

— 

60 

39 

St.  George’s  Street  ... 



18 

— 

17 

— 

1 

30 

Wesson  Road 

23 

23 

— 

— 

23 

— 

69 

40 

Willenhall  Road 

_ 

39 

— 

29 

9 

1 

89 

76 

Willenhall  Street 

89 

93 

- — - 

— 

93 

— 

279 

137 

Yard  ley  Street 

22 

22 

— 

— 

22 

— 

66 

44 

TOTALS  

262 

970 

10 

450 

499 

11 

2451 

1785 

35 


Schedule  of  Houses  and  Accommodation. 
TOTAL— ALL  WARDS. 
SUMMARY. 


Ward. 

Erec- 
ted by 

L.A. 

Total 

Dwell- 

ing 

Houses 

No. 

with 

1 

Bed- 

room 

No. 

with 

2 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

3 

Bed- 

rooms 

No. 

with 

4 

and 

over 

Total 

Bed- 

rooms 

Total 

Living 

rooms 

Catherine’s  Cross 

863 

1711 

33 

563 

1059 

56 

4560 

2987 

Central 

710 

1260 

25 

360 

845 

30 

3400 

1998 

All  Saints’ 

53 

848 

13 

500 

313 

22 

2040 

1604 

Bentley 

302 

864 

13 

297 

549 

5 

2274 

1508 

The  Green 

262 

970 

10 

450 

499 

11 

2451 

1785 

TOTALS  

2190 

5653 

94 

2170 

3265 

124 

14725 

9882 

N. 


I T'  « '> 


f 

I 


■V; 


' > 


•-.N  V 


r 


'.:■  ■ il 

*r.  . 


t 


.,t  . 


\.  .. 


I 

S, 


( . 


• f v'P,*'  - 


VK-^^l  » ■ 


' - 3jL 


I . 

• r : ^ 


\ 


O'  l"*^.  ? 


•*  •'V^ 


i ; *;v 


R' 


.'■^  V.  ■'  I 


M 

-• 


-*0  •—  -*♦ 
-L 


,‘X  f 


* 

A. 

•iv 


V • 

’^Jf< 


•i/j  ': 


' ■ -V  J 


«.  * 


t: 


\ 


- w 


Ik 

% ' 


Ti 


'f 

( • 

■-  % 


■■* ' 

m . 

fl 

X,  ■ 1 

■ • 0 

0 'L  v< 

i*  f/ 

J ■.  ° 

X * ^ 

3 


t i 


*k. . 


t4^ 


s 


- 'vj  ' 

S. 


•.  U: 


- \ 


> •* 


..".X 


"t-  ' 


■'x 


i 

> V 


• • i' 


s. 


s. 


1 ' 

V ■ 


V.  ^ 

' 'X! 
X 


1 


i 


